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Why I want to visit Florence – Heart of the Renaissance
Renaissance as event.

I understand a renaissance as a lot more than an artistic or literary surge.

Rather it is a “sea change” which is an inversion of layers in the atmosphere or ocean due to a change in temperature at some level.  “Tipping point” is also a popular term these days.

These complex, profound, chaotic and cyclical inversions bring the good and bad, the ugly and the beautiful.  
We’ve had greater and lesser.  Probably the Greek city-states, the Pax Romana, and then the 14th to the 16th centuries.  Maybe Alexander’s conquest, Ottoman empire, and the Genroku era in Japan (1688 – 1703).  India certainly can claim a few.

Jim Hillman wrote: “When the dominant vision that holds a period of culture together cracks, consciousness regresses into earlier containers, seeking sources for survival which also offer sources of revival.”  

The Renaissance – 14th to 17th centuries.

The complex causes of the Renaissance are beyond our historical comprehension today, but the Copernican shift which took the human being out of the center of the universe; the explorers expanding the known world; the breakdown of the Holy Roman Empire; the plague and movable type certainly contributed.
It was a period of warfare with gunpowder, infant mortality, rapid aging, epidemics, peasant and artisan revolts, poverty, illiteracy, forced conversions, immigrations, public executions, witchcraft, economic depression, depressed female rights, slave trade and the genocide and  ransacking of the New World, only to mention a few.

As the dominant vision that held the Middle Ages together cracked, Europe, led by Italy, reached back to Greek and Roman antiquity, for a mode of thought, not to imitate, but emulate, and we had this enormous surge of creative humanism in painting, sculpture, architecture, poetry, letters, theology, philosophy, physics, geography, astronomy, economics and government.   Genius became commonplace.  The list is well known and too long to mention here.
I believe we are still living in the context of the Renaissance.  Although it has been transformed through the Reformation, Counter-reformation, Enlightenment, Industrial Revolution, and Globalization, we still live in the remains of the Renaissance.
The intriguing question is, has it become empty?  Is it about to crack as a container for the 21st century?  Are the cultural tectonic plates of our world building pressures and about to erupt?

We could list all the enormous cultural and economic changes going on in the world, but since we are within them there is no way to judge their complexity and intensity.

Thomas Kuhn taught that paradigm shifts came from unpredictable minority groups.

So, why go to Florence?
Florence, Venice, Rome and other centers where the Renaissance manifested itself, especially in the arts and architecture, are places, not just spaces. 
  There is a difference:

· Space is absolute and measurable, place is not.

· Place is always in flux, not space.

· There are empty spaces but not empty places.
· Place is a physical space with unique emotional and physical characteristics which contribute to “being in this world”.

Ed Casey writes, “place is the event of ‘taking place’, an event which happens in ever-different ways and leaves behind itself the residue of unique places.”
The physical characteristics of a place contribute to what “takes place”, and what takes place contributes to the characteristics of the place.  These chemistries are unique, as Carnaval in Rio de Janeiro, Taste of Chicago, St. Peter’s Square, laid-back Miami, chaotic Mexico City and Florence, Venice and Rome.
Their past is present in their geography and historical artifacts, but always interacting with the people and events of the moment, taking place, making the present place.

If our culture cracks and we revert to an earlier container, it could be back to the Renaissance, not to imitate, but emulate.
Could there be some hint of that in the mob of tourists creating Renaissance places in the sweltering heat of Italy in July?  Probably not, but I think it will be fun to look around and see if there is any sense of that in their faces, and that is why I want to visit the Renaissance spots at the height of the tourist season.

Where, when and what?

Rome – Some of the antiquities and St. Peter’s square on the way to the Vatican Museum?
Florence – My Fodor’s has a walking tour from the Duomo to the church of Santa Maria Novella where I want to take a picture in a panel on the facade of the wind and sail representing Fortune.  I think we should try for the first 15 rooms of the Uffizi which has the most famous Florentine paintings including Boticelli.  Then David at the Galleria dell’ Accademia. 
Venice – Of course, a gondola ride on the Grand Canal, and my Fodor’s has what looks like an interesting walk from St. Mark’s to the Accademia gallery.  Also lots of good music there.
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