Notes on learning:
During the Industrial Revolution, education became stylized, patterned, organized or compartmentalized in modules (classes) to meet the needs of industries and this opened opportunity, fed the revolution and made the school compulsory.
In this setting the teacher and material was innovative and essentially interesting.  It was mostly new stuff and accompanied the student’s learning pattern and velocity, their neurological ability to absorb new material.  The uninterested, delinquent and dropouts were the exception.
This worked well into WWII, but with the advent of highly mechanized commerce, GI Bill, the telephone, radio and television, the neurological patterns for learning changed to more rapid and multitasking.  
Schools introduced all manner of audio visual programs to counter this trend but were not able to accompany the neurological ability of the students to quickly absorb disparate pieces of information.  Schools became problematic with high rates of disciplinary problems and dropouts.
Electronic communication, especially the Internet and cell phone have once again changed the neurological learning pattern for all of us.
Rather than trying to force old learning practices into this new paradigm, I suggest that we begin with the electronic mediated forms of communication as the primary learning instrument to identify and deepen interests.
Help the student explore the world through electronic communication to identify areas of interest and encourage to follow the paths of interest and deepen them so that eventually they will perceive the need for resources outside the electronic virtual world like interchange with people (teachers), places (explore places) and things (artifacts and books).
All this is learning, not education which treats with philosophical values, but it is hoped that once a student, all of us, are in serious and disciplined pursuit of an interest, it will be necessary to develop a framework of values, a philosophy of life, and might even lead to a desired to understand what other societies thought, Greeks, Romans, Oriental and Founding Fathers. 
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Types of  online leaning sites from http://www.time4learning.com, October 12, 2010:

Today, most parents can distinguish between different types of educational websites. There's the "textbooks online", "mostly text-based with some multimedia"; there's the "collection-of-external-links approach"; there's the "single-good-lesson" websites, and there's the "educational-games-that-gets-the-kids'-hearts-pumping-but-takes-no-responsibility-for-covering-a-curriculum" websites.

